Correspondences
-	Elements, Seasons, and so much more

by
"Willow Firesong"

When it came time for me to move to Australia, it was important to me to give serious thought to the energies of the place that was to be my new home.  All that I had learned about energy, and the way it flows, I had learned in the Northern Hemisphere;  I had to know how much, if any of it, would apply in the Southern Hemisphere, in the land of the Rainbow Serpent.

I set to thinking about the most basic and simple things that I could think of - if I was swapping North and South, in terms of Hemisphere, did that carry over into such things as the correspondences of the elements and directions, which were such a primal part of my interaction with the energy of the world around me?  Did that energy even go the same direction that I was accustomed to, or was it, like the water in a bathtub drain, subject to the coriolis effect - would it flow the other way?  I live my life as much as possible in harmony with the natural world around me, and I did not want to work in opposition to the flow of the energy of the very world around me after I move.

Theory was all well and good, but I knew that there were others like me in Australia already, and that there was a chance that they had already addressed these questions, and an answer established.  So I joined some Australian pagan mailing lists on the internet, where I found that there were, not surprisingly, differing opinions on the matter, just as with everything else in Wicca and neopaganism.  Others had asked the same questions I had, and there appeared to be a pattern to the answers they had reached.  The traditionalists, for whom such things as direction of energetic flow in the setting up and taking down of a circle, or the correspondences of direction and element, were dictated by the myths and lore of their Tradition, and the naturalists, if I may so term them, for whom such things were dictated by the energies of the world around them.  The conclusions my ponderings were leading me to were much the same as those of the "naturalists" I encountered, and I found myself joining the discussion, though at that time my move was still a month away, and I had no direct experience, yet, to support my theories.

Someone on a mailing list I was on at the time said, in a discussion about the fact that even deosil and widdershins swap directions, from one hemisphere to the other, "Here is how I work out sunwise, ie the way the sun moves in the sky!"

Another list member replied, "**ahem** do you do you rituals on your head dear? how can east to west be anti-clockwise?  You do realise the earth rotates around the sun don't you not the other way round?"

This exchange prompted me to write the following: 

How can the sun's movement from East to West be anticlockwise? 

Take a globe in your hands.  Hold it so you are looking at the North Pole.  Choose an object in the room to designate as the Sun.  Spin the globe such that the "Sun" appears to move from East to West.  The globe should be spinning West to East (meaning West displaces East), causing the apparent movement of the "Sun".  

Stoop over, keeping the globe spinning, at the same position relative to the "Sun".  Look at the South Pole of the globe, being sure to maintain the same spin and location relative to the "Sun".  Note that the Earth's spin has changed direction relative to your position. It is still spinning West to East.  However, when looking at the North Pole, this causes it to rotate anticlockwise, while viewing it from the South Pole, this same West to East rotation appears clockwise. 

In essence, you hit the nail on the head when you asked if Southern Hemisphere pagans conduct their rituals while standing on their heads.

The answer is that from your perspective, as a Northern Hemisphere pagan, they do! 

What is more, the table of correspondences works quite well with this reversal, given that in the Northern Hemisphere, North=Night=Winter=Death&Rebirth, East=Morning=Spring=Childhood, South=Noon=Summer=Maturity, and West=Evening=Autumn=Old Age. 

When the Sun is in the South, the Northern Hemisphere experiences Summer, and when the Sun is in the North, it is Winter in the Northern Hemisphere.  But, in the Southern Hemisphere, when the Sun is in the South, it is Winter.  This makes sense from a correspondence perspective, given that the closest Icecap, the Polar source of eternal Winter, is in the South. 

So, the Table of Correspondences revises to, East=Morning=Spring=Childhood, North=Noon=Summer=Maturity, West=Evening=Autumn=Old Age, and South=Night=Winter=Death&Rebirth.  Note that the Sun has NOT reversed direction, so East is still Morning, and West is still Evening.  So, following the cycle of the hours and of the seasons, and invoking the Directions in their proper order, in the South, one goes from South to East to North to West to South, following the direction of the Sun, and therefore deosil, or sunwise, by definition. 

Our season of the year is determined by the angled tilt of the Earth's axis with respect to the Sun, not by our location in our orbit about the Sun. One Hemisphere has its Summer at aphelion, the other at perihelion;  clearly, the orbit of the Earth around the Sun, which is not relative to hemisphere, is not the determining agent for the season. So, unless you wish to throw out the idea of correspondences which make sense to the hemisphere and season in which one is operating, and attempt to follow the cycle of the agricultural year by planting in Fall and Winter, and harvesting in Spring and Summer, not to mention trying to convince the animals to bear at the other half of the year, it makes much more sense to accept what a simple spinning of the globe tells us. 

If you and I are lying toe to toe with one another, heads pointed in opposite directions, trying to follow the arc of the sun in the sky by following it with our touching fingertips, our actions will be mirror images of each other, and therefore would appear reversed if we were to stand side by side. We cannot follow the same movement of the sun with the same movement of our arms if we are lying toe to toe with one another, heads pointed in opposite directions. 

If you want to make this even clearer, you may try sitting toe to toe with a friend, facing each other, each touching one pole of a globe. Spin the globe, then tell each other the apparent direction of spin. I guarantee your answers will be opposite to each other.

~

So the energy of the Earth appears reversed in spin, reversed in polarity, as our perspective relative to the Earth is reversed, as we change which Pole dominates our view.  

~

But is this true of the full set of correspondences I had been taught, and accepted due to their correspondence with the place I was living?  There are simple answers to that, but I can't actually agree with any of them any more, including the one I espoused so freely when I wrote the piece from which this explanation is taken.  The conclusion I have reached is more complex, but does not leave me with exceptions that I cannot explain away, without disturbing my confidence in the solid logic on which my acceptance of the concept is based.

The Table of Correspondences I have used for years (Northern Hemisphere) and developed prior to moving to Australia (Southern Hemisphere), was based on personal observation and association, just as was this revision of it;  however, I began by working from my reading and the teaching practises of several different Wiccans I have known. Among these are former coven-sister "Glowing SunBear", and my husband, "BarleySinger". These views are mine, not my teachers', or my sources', and I will bear responsibility for explaining my own reasons. 

When I first learned about the concept of correspondences between Element and Direction and time of day or year, it seemed so obvious that it is hard to believe that there was a time when I didn't know.  After all, the sun rises in the East in the morning, and sets in the West in the evening, making the East the direction of the morning, and the West the direction of the evening.  

That left North and South to the times of Noon and Night - but which was which?  Although my years in Alaska had taught me that the North was the direction of the Midnight Sun, and the longest days, it was also the direction of the longest nights, so that was no help.  But Noon and Night hold more than light, or darkness, they also embody heat and cold - and the heat of this world is always strongest, closer to the equator, in my experience, so the South was the direction of Noon, and the North the direction of Night.

The cycles of the Sun reflect each other, differing primarily in size;  the Spring is but the dawning of the year, the time of growing light and heat, and the Summer holds the Sun at its height, and is just as clearly the season of noon.  The waning sun of Autumn reflects the waning of the evening light, and Winter holds the longest Night of all.  The Ages of Humanity are much the same, only the cycle itself is longer - we have our Youth at the dawning of our lives, cycle on to the High Noon of Maturity, then the waning twilight of Old Age, cycling at last into the Winter Night of Death.

So, in the Northern Hemisphere, that meant 
North = Night = Winter = Death
East = Morning = Spring = Youth (Maiden)
South = Noon = Summer = Maturity (Mother)
West = Evening = Fall = Age (Crone)

I had been taught these correspondences without detailed explanation, and accepted them as I thought them through and found that they made sense, and accorded with reality as I knew it.  However, as I attempted to understand the changes I would face after my move, I found myself coming to a deeper understanding of these correspondences.

The Directions, and the Cycles of Time

The East

East is the direction of the rising sun; in fact, that is the very property that defines the direction of East, in astronomical terms - it is related to the planet's axis, which runs North-South, and it's direction of spin, which is always considered to be from West to East, causing the sun to appear to move from East to West through the planet's sky. 

The Sun, then, in its relation to the planet, in this case Earth our home and Mother, determines many of the correspondences involved in this understanding of the nature of the energies involved.  East is the direction of Dawn, West is the direction of Sunset, no matter where on this or any other planet you live.  Thus, East is the direction of Morning, and beginning, for both Hemispheres. 

This association with beginnings carries over into seasons of the year, as I view the cycle of the seasons to be a larger scale recapitulation of the same principles as the cycle of the day.  Think of it as an outer cycle of the spiral of life, larger than the inner cycles, but covering the same 360 degrees, in the end.  Both the seasons and the day cover a period of darkness, a period of growing light, a period of light and heat, and a period of diminishing light, or growing darkness. 

So, the East, the direction of Dawn and the Morning, becomes also the direction of the Spring, the seasonal time of growing light, just as the Morning is the time of growing light within the day.  Placing the Solstices, the times of greatest Light and Darkness, in the directions of greatest Light and Darkness, we find the Equinoxes fall on the perpendicular axis, or in the East and West.  So, the East is the direction of the Spring, or Vernal Equinox, the time of balance of light and darkness just before the light exceeds the darkness. 

Life also follows the same cycle of growth, peak, decline, and darkness, followed by beginning and growth again.  We are born, and we go through the stages of life that have become the archetypes for the most fundamental bases of the gods and goddesses we know by many names.  The beginning of life is the time of the Child, the Youth, the Maiden, and so, according to their stage in the cycle, these correspond to the time of beginnings, and the direction of the East. 

The Equatorial Point

Northern Hemisphere: South
Southern Hemisphere: North 

Opposite the Cardinal Point of the Hemisphere, we find the direction of the Equator, the home of Eternal Summer, and the abode of the Sun at its height. For those in the Northern Hemisphere, this is the South, and for those in the Southern Hemisphere, this is the direction of North. This is the direction of Noon, the time of the Sun at its height. 

This is also the direction of Summer, the time when the Sun dominates the sky, and the Light reigns supreme. This is where the Summer Solstice falls. 

From the heat and light of Summer, it is easy to see the Fire in this Direction, the Fire of the Sun in the sky.  Only the element of Fire, and its colors, are unlikely to wander - the equator is always the Direction of the heat of Summer, barring extremely unusual circumstances (such as living one's whole life in the shelter of a mountain range, making the equator a Direction of extreme cold, for instance, or living on the South side of Mount Aetna or Mount Kilahueha, in which case Fire is to the North.). 

This is the Summer of the Fertile Young Woman or Man, adult at last, acting out of their freedom from responsibility to anyone but themselves, and so free to act on their responsibility to all.

The Red the correspondence with the Element of Fire brings to this direction is also the Red of the Bleeding Woman, the one for whom fertility is a matter of potential yet to be fulfilled.  This is the height of potential, the point where it becomes culmination and conception.  

This is the beginning of Adulthood.  

This is the point dividing the ascent from the descent, the peak, the point of change from becoming to returning. 

This is the direction of the Warrior, the Activist, the Enchantress - s/he who makes changes, according to hir Will. 

The West

From the earlier explanation, moving to the next quarter, we know that the West is the Direction of Sunset. So, the West is the direction of Evening, the waning of the day, when it is balanced between Darkness and Light, moving into greater Darkness as the Light dies for the day. 

The year, too, has a time of balance between Darkness and Light, when it is moving into Darkness as the Light dies for the year: the Autumnal Equinox. So, the West is the direction of the Autumnal Equinox. This is the time of the ripe harvest, the harvest of the grain that comes but once a year.  This is the time of the Dying God who gives of himself, who gives his life for the lives of those whom he loves, and to whom he is responsible.

This is the direction of the Mother, the Father, the mature nuturing adult whose life has been dedicated to responsibilities to others. This is the maturing of the year, the maturing of the day, and the maturing of the life. This is the culmination of a career, or a life well lived. 

The Cardinal Point of the Hemisphere

Northern Hemisphere: North
Southern Hemisphere: South 

Continuing forward around our clock of the day, the year, and life, we come at last to the Cardinal Point of the Hemisphere - the North, in the Northern Hemisphere, or the South, in the Southern Hemisphere. In this direction, you will find the closest pole, the direction of increasing cold and darkness, as one travels closer to it. So it is in this direction that we find the hour of Midnight, the time of Night.

This is the time of rest and renewal for most forms of life, including our own. All life that harkens to the sun is resting at this time - this is the Nadir of the Sun, the Nadir of the Solar Year, and the direction of Winter.  It is at the Pole that we find the permanent resting place of Winter, to which it retreats when it releases the rest of the world. The Pole is the direction of the Winter Solstice. 

When I set up a Circle, I always begin at the Cardinal Point of the Hemisphere, moving to the East, where I begin the invocations with an invocation to the East, and then around to the Equator, to the West, and then at last back to the Cardinal Point of the Hemisphere, which I invoke to close the Circle.

In our Sun-based model of life, the time leading up to the Winter Solstice is the time when the Sun rests and renews itself, retreating from our world for a time, leaving us to mourn its loss.  At the Winter Solstice, the longest night of the year, the Sun is gone for the longest time in the year, making the Winter Solstice the night of the Sun's Death - but also the beginning of the New Year, with the Re-Birth of the Sun, as the days begin to lengthen once again.

This is the point of transition, from the Direction of Death, the point between Old Age and New Birth in which our soul retreats from the world for a time, leaving those behind to mourn our loss, to the Direction of Re-Birth.  As the wheel turns, the Sun is reborn, as are we too.  This is the end of the rest between.  This is the Rebirth of the Sun.  

I choose to mourn the Death of the Sun on the long night of Winter Solstice, with a wake - a party, a celebration of the end of his period of dying, and a preparation to welcome his Re-Birth, which I celebrate at "Sun-Return" - the first morning after the Winter Solstice when the dawn is noticeably earlier, usually about 3 days after the Winter Solstice.

~ 

Following our clock of correspondences, then, it is easy to see why "sunwise" means opposite directions in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres, as the flow of the Directions corresponding to the Wheel of the Day and the Wheel of the Year is reversed from one hemisphere to the other. 

But the 4 directions of the overarcing solar year have their dividing points, and these correspond also to Directions, each with their own correspondences.  So, to examine these, I will describe them in terms of the directions between which they fall. 

The Beginning Point

Northern Hemisphere: NorthEast
Southern Hemisphere: SouthEast 

This is the direction of first beginnings. This is the first faint jade green light of pre-dawn, hinting that the light will return, but not yet. This is the holiday half-way between the Winter Solstice and the Spring, or Vernal Equinox, known to the Celts as Imbolc, Imbolg, or Oimelc. This holiday is celebrated with candles, those faintest of lights which merely hint at the much greater light of the Sun to come. 

The colors I associate with this holiday are pale, like the first faint light of the candle of the re-lit Sun:  a faint green, like the light of pre-dawn, or the pale green and white of snowdrops, or white and gold, echoing the light of the candles.  We see here also the first faint blue light of a pale sky at morning. 

The Elemental Interactions  between the Elements adjacent to one another are represented in each of the intermediate, or Cross-Quarter, points;  they manifest in ways that take on the flavor of the direction - in this case the first palest hints of color.  This may be the pale green of mist, or the pale gold of quicksand, or the pale blue of steam, or the pale bone white of porcelain, or the pale blue-white of lightning, or the pale grey of candle-smoke.

This is the time of promise, not yet realized - as such, it is the time of pregnancy, in which we are promised life, but have not yet entered it.  This is the time of the fetus, the embryo, the egg newly galvanized to life from its potential. 

The Point of Growth

Northern Hemisphere: SouthEast
Southern Hemisphere: NorthEast 

This is the point between the Vernal Equinox, and the Summer Solstice. This holiday was known to the Celts as Beltaine, or Beltane. This is the time of mid to late Morning, in which creative forces are at a height. 

The birth of the Child of the Morning of Spring is growing into the Maiden and the Youth, new life burgeoning forth in the woods, the glades, the prairies, and within. The rush of life within them beats strongly, and they grow at a rush, coming together to revel in the joys of Life, and each other.  This is the time of Puberty, the awakening of sexuality within the maturing near-adult.

Rolling together in the grass of Spring as it rolls headlong into Summer, the Lovers come together in the Dance of Life. This is a holiday of all 4 colors, the vivid blue of the spring sky, the bright green of the grass and the leaves, the white of the clouds, and the golden sun above, and the clear red of flowers seeking to catch the eye of the pollinating bees. All 4 elements come together, as they must, for new life to begin. 

This is the holiday of fertility, and the conception of one's child, the height of unbridled passion rising toward the holiday of Summer's Fire. 

The Maturing Point

Northern Hemisphere: SouthWest
Southern Hemisphere: NorthWest 

This is the direction of Afternoon, the time when the heat and Light of the day lingers, yet it has passed its crest already. The clear Red Light of Noon is turning Ruddy with the deepening light as it moves toward sunset. 

So too, the year seems at its lasting richest, as the crops ripen toward the harvest, and the adult Man and Woman bask in the unnamed years of Mature Adulthood. This is the time known to the Celts as Lughnasad, or Lammas, the time of First Harvest. 

In life, this is the time of mature adulthood in which we become responsible to others than ourselves. We may be new parents, or teachers, guides of the young. We may be the supervisors in our field. This is the age at which our ranks begin to thin, and our peers began to feel the scythe of Death as an unavoidable fate. This is the First Harvest of Life. 

The colors of this time and direction are the deeper green and ochre red and gold of autumn, and the deepening blue of an autumn evening sky. These are the most intense colors ripened to their deepest hues, the peak of growth past and the ripeness of harvest arriving. 

The Declining or Waning Point

Northern Hemisphere: NorthWest
Southern Hemisphere: SouthWest 

This is the time past Sunset, in which the Dark of Night is growing but not yet total. This is the direction of Twilight, and the time of year known to the Celts as Samhain. This is the time between the Harvest of the Grain, and the depth of Winter, in which the Wet Winds of Autumn are lashing away the last covering vegetation, revealing the bare bones of the Earth before the Winter's snow covers them.

This is the time of the Harvest of the Herds, the harvest of Life.  All who do not have the strength with in them to survive the coming Winter, and another turning of the cycle of the year, are harvested, as the herd is thinned down to those who can survive the hardships of another year, and thrive upon renewal of the cycle.  This is the beginning of the decline into Death.

This is the direction of age, in which the return to the Rest of Death lies closer than the peak of Life. The fruits of our life have matured, and are shriveling to their essential core, the seed of our self that is revealed when all the need for nurturing flesh has past. We have distilled the experiences of life into the Wisdom of Age, and we continue to pour it into the ears of the young, in the hopes of advancing them farther on the Wheel of their Lives. 

The colors of this time are the deep green of the evergreen branches, the dark blue of a fading twilit sky, the dark red blood of the hunted stag whose ranks are being thinned before the Winter's cold strains the resources of the herd, and the deep gold of the stubble in the harvested fields, as it returns again to the brown of the soil it will become in time. 

The Wheel's Turning has depleted the resources of all, and it is time once more to rest. 

~

The concept of all of Nature being composed of four basic Elements goes back for thousands of years, to Plato, Pythagoras, and the Greek philosophers, and beyond.  The Elements of Earth, Water, Air, and Fire, correspond closely with the states of Matter, e.g. solid, liquid, gas, and plasma.  To connect them also with colours seems an immediate step to take, as the 3 primary colours of the spectrum of the Sun's light, and the 1 colour most often manifest on Earth, connect easily with those Elements, the Green of Earth's vegetation joining the Blue of Water, and the Red of the Fire, and the Yellow of the Air, filled with the Sun's light.  

To take the step of connecting them also with the Four Directions seems logical, and easy to do, and has indeed been done by magical and metaphysical teaching traditions for thousands of years.  Traditional Chinese Medical Theory works with a system of 5 Elements, assigning these to the Four Directions, and the Center.  This then further corresponds to the five seasons of the year recognized within the Traditional Chinese system, Spring, Summer, Late Summer, Autumn, and Winter.  Wicca, and other Western ceremonial magical Traditions assign each of the Four Elements to one of the Four Directions, often including a Fifth Direction, the Center, assigned to the Element of Spirit, or the Void.  

However, instead of believing that the Elements are each inextricably tied to a specific Direction, I have come to believe that the fixed correspondences are those between the Directions, and the cycles of time, while the correspondences between the Elements and those cycles vary, just as the Elements that dominate each season of the year may vary - for instance, in some places, the rainy season comes in Autumn, in others it comes in Winter.  That means that there are a number of configurations for the Correspondences between Directions and Elements in the Southern Hemisphere, just as there are in the Northern Hemisphere.

So, the Directions correspond with the cycles of time - but what does that mean?  

The cycles of time are Solar cycles, and Lunar cycles - they are the cycles of the relationship between the Earth and the other "heavenly bodies", the stars and planets and moons of the universe beyond our Earth.  These are the manifestations of the world without.  The question immediately arises, then - are the Elements the manifestations of the world within?  Indeed, they are.  The heavens are the macroscopic, while the solar system of Sun and planets is reflected in the similar system of the atom, the nucleus at its heart orbited by electrons like the orbit of the planets around the Sun.  Atoms are manifestations of the Elements, they are the basic building blocks of the world of Matter around us.

The Elements

When I learned about the concept of these correspondences, I was taught at the same time that the Elements corresponded with the Directions as follows:
North = Night = Winter = Death = Earth
East = Morning = Spring = Youth (Maiden) = Air
South = Noon = Summer = Maturity (Mother) = Fire
West = Evening = Fall = Age (Crone) = Water

Here in Adelaide, I have Water to my West, as I did when living in the Northern Hemisphere, in Portland, Oregon (part of the US Pacific NorthWest);  in fact, until my move here, I've always had the Pacific Ocean, the largest body of water in the world, to my West - so that correspondence had the feel of Rightness, to me, and I simply tried not to think about the people on the East Coast of the US, for instance, to whom that must seem backwards.  To the South lay the heat of summer, and so assigning Fire to that Direction seemed as obvious as its correlation with Noon and Summer.  

I was taught that the Sun sank behind the Earth in the Winter, making Winter the time of the Earth, as the Sun waned toward its moment of rebirth from Her Womb.  This left the East assigned to the Element of Air, which I correlated in my mind with the winds of March, the month of the Spring Equinox, just as I did with the light colors of the Air at Dawn.  But those last two never seemed as strong a tie, and I alternated wondering why, with trying not to think about it, lest my lack of total belief divide my energies, and lessen the effectiveness of the work I did with them. 

But when I came to the Southern Hemisphere, and recognized that the energy flow of the Earth itself was reversed from my perspective, I realized that these correspondences between time and Direction had to reverse in turn, or the Sun's movement would be counter to the flow of time itself, from Morning to Night to Evening to Noon, instead of its true flow, which is opposite to that.  

At the same time, I recognized that the heat and light of perpetual Summer rested in the Equator, and not in a Direction - so now they lay to my North, suggesting that simply swapping correspondences between North and South held the simple answer to what seemed a simple question.

This worked for me, in Adelaide, where I once again had Water to my West - I was left with:

East-Dawn-Spring-Air
North-Noon-Summer-Fire
West-Evening-Autumn-Water
South-Night-Winter-Earth 

But what of my friends in Sydney, and Melbourne?  It would be hard to justify linking the Element of Water to the West, when the largest body of water in the world lay to one's East.  I continued to think about the question, and slowly came to the following conclusion:  the Elements and the Directions each had fixed correspondences, but varied in their correspondence with each other.  

However you recognize the link between Element and Direction, it must be one that is strong, allowing you to draw upon the energy of that Element, when making use of its correspondence with a given Direction.

The Four Elements are each strongly associated with an aspect of Life, an association which they bring with them in their correspondence with the Directions and the Sun's cycles of Time.  

The Element of Air

From Air comes the breath, the spoken word, and the language of music. Sound travels through air, allowing us to hear it - without air, even if the musical instrument could make a sound, it would go nowhere. This ties the Element of Air to the powers of Communication, and that greatest tool of Communication, the Mind.  This is symbolized in the Tarot by the suit of Swords.

The Element of Earth

In many myth cycles, the Earth is the stuff from which we are formed. It is certainly the Earth to which our bodies return when we are finished with them. The Earth, then, is the Element of the Body, the physical self. It is also the Element of the Coins of the Tarot, the money that is made from the metals mined from the ore of the Earth. 

The Element of Fire

The color of Fire is the color of Fire and flame, the color red - and also the intense yellow-gold, blue, and even green which may occasionally be seen in the flames.   The Fire within us is the Passion of our Will, making this also the Red of Love.  This is symbolized within the Tarot by the suit of Wands.

The Element of Water

The Blue of Water is the oceans, lakes, and rivers that reflect it so strongly.  The flowing, surging tides of Water have their counterpart within the human being as well, in our emotions. So, the Element of Water is the Element of Emotion, which, like the tides of the oceans themselves, feels strongly the pull of the Moon. These Emotions are signified within the Tarot by that vessel for Water, the Cup. 

The association between the Earth and the Body seems inevitable, given that all of the matter of our bodies came from the Earth, and shall return to Her as it is shed in the course of daily living, or in Death.  The Fire of the Will, Air of the Mind, and Water of the Emotions are linked by their essential nature - the Will burning hot as the Fire, the energy which drives us;  the Emotions ebbing and flowing in tides like the Water of the sea, or running in swift currents, like the streams, or meandering broadly, in a calm movement of great mass, which rushes swiftly when channelled into narrow depths, like the mighty rivers.  The Mind, like the Air of the interrupted breath, with which we communicate our thoughts, is swift-moving, expansive, and able to wrap around objects as strongly as the attraction they exert, blanketing our minds in a layer of thought like the blanket of Air that surrounds the Earth - like that Air, thought can distort the true clarity of reality unveiled, but we can learn to compensate for its nature, and reason out the true nature of reality from the interpretation-distorted version of it that we perceive through thought, and the symbolism of ideation.

Just as each Element is associated with an aspect of Life, so too both aspect and Element bring with them a visual association - the colours, which are only the visual symbol of a rich depth of meaning.  And from the four basic Elements arise a set of Elemental interactions which add a layer of correspondence with the energies of reality that I have never seen manifested as fully in any of the other Tables of Correspondence I have come across over the years.

The Elemental Interactions

As we look at various locations around the Earth, we can see that in some places, the Earth of their continent bulks to their North, their East, their South, or their West.  So too, the dominant winds may be out of the North, the East, or any other direction.  The Waters of the Ocean may lie in any direction, as well.  While it is hard in most cases to see how Fire could go in any direction other than that of the Equator, for those residents of a coastline running North to South may have much less change in the heat of the Sun and the Earth as they go toward the Equator, than they do when they go both toward the Equator and at the same time inland from the coast.

This means that the placement of the Elements around the Wheel of the Directions and the Solar Cycles of Time is not as if they were a Wheel within that Wheel, fixed at East and West, and flipping over from North to South depending on the Hemisphere.  Instead, each Element fits into the intersection points of a Solar Cross (a quartered circle), with the Elemental Interactions filling in the Cross-Quarter points created by the placement of the Elements.

The permutations of the Elements creates a total of six possible Elemental Interactions, though only four can occur in any given location - this reflects the individuality of each location.  Each place has a different character, and its Table of Correspondences bears this out.

Where you have a Cross-Quarter point that falls between the Elements of Fire and Water, the resultant Elemental Interaction is that of Steam, and of the lightning storm.  Steam manifests the Interaction between the Fire of Will and Passion, and the Water of the Emotions - it is the Elemental Interaction of the Avocation, of Mania, and Dedication.  It's Colors are denim, and indigo, and the electric blue seen at the heart of the Fire, the blue of the warm Oceans of the Equator.

When you have a Cross-Quarter point that lies between the Element of Fire and the Element of Earth, there manifests the Elemental Interaction of Ceramics, of Baked or even Scorched Earth, of Metal, of Smelted Ore, of Magma, or Lava, even of the Volcanoes.  This is a manifestation of Primal Nature, of the sexual energy known to the Chinese as Jing, of deliberate, physical, sensual, or sexual Passions.  The Colors are those of rich ochres, of sunbaked mesas, of earthenware, of skin bronzed to the color of pueblo walls, and of molten rock.  This is associated with the goddesses Pele, and Changing Woman, and Sekhmet.  This is home to the god Kokopelli, as he plays upon his pipes, and of Ra, sun-god whose tributes are made manifest in time-defying stone.  This is the Direction of Physical Skills, Martial Arts, Marital Arts - all of those physical manifestations of the Will embodied.  This is the Direction of the Will and Passions of the Body.

Between the Elements of Fire and Air lies the Elemental Interaction of the Forge, Fire intensified by Air, The Will focused by the Mind, or the Laser, Air intensified into Fire, or plasma, superheated gas that acts like Air set on Fire.  The Colours of the Forge, the Laser, are bright and full, the red and gold and green and blue seen in the heart of the hottest fires, or in the beam of a laser.  This is the manifestation of Psychism, Psi, determination, visualization, and Magic(k).  The Goddess of the Forge, Brigid, teacher of the runes, and healing, and the God Vulcan of the Forge, and Apollo/Mercury, messengers, god of the Sun, are among those embodied in the Mental Will of this Direction.

Looking next to the Elements of Earth and Water, we find the Elemental Interaction of Mud.  This is the Mud of the Primordial Swamp from whence we all came - these are the Emotions of the Body, the voice of the brain stem as it tells us we are hungry, or thirsty, or want to mate, or to fight.  This is the Direction of the Endocrine system, the body's source of emotional signals.  Mud is the fertile delta of every river, where Earth and Water come together in fertile and prolific Life.  The Colours of Mud are browns, and greens, even into the rich ochres of the Mud of iron-rich Earth, which rarely sees Water, and quickens into Life at its touch.  The Goddesses of Mud include She who is embodied by the Nile River delta, and the Maenads, just as her Gods include Bacchus of unbridled emotion embodied.

Where Earth and Air come together, between those Elements lies the  Elemental Interaction of the dust-storm, the sand-storm, pumice, and smoke.  Its colors are smoke-grey, dust-brown, the charcoal grey of pumice stone, the dusty-tan of the sand-storm, even the grey of our own brain tissue.  This is the Direction of the brain and nervous system, the Body's home for the Mind.  This is the Direction of intellectual capacity, our natural limitations, and those physical phenomena that can affect the mind, such as neurotransmitters.  This is the Direction of the goddess Minerva, born of Zeus' splitting headache.

Where the Elements of Air and Water meet, we find the Elemental Interaction of Mist, of bubbles, foam, or froth, of clouds.  This is the Direction of the meeting of the Mind and the Emotions, of Beliefs, and Opinions, the Emotions of the Mind.  The Colours of mist are pale, almost iridescent, the colours of pearls, light and dark.  Misty blue, green, grey, even pink, seperately or together.  This is the direction of psychoanalysis, the use of the Mind to understand the Emotions, and of Transactional Analysis, the study of the Emotional response to Thought or interactions of the Mind.

The Wheel of the Year

So now we have two circles, or cycles, one within the other, the inner one a Solar Cross whose Quarters are defined by the Elements with Cross-Quarters marking the interactions between the four Elements in their relation with each other.  The outer ring is a Wheel of Solar Cycles, Cycles of Time:  the times of the day, the seasons of the year, and the ages of Life.  They relate to each other through the medium of the Directions.  

In the Four Cardinal Directions, we see the Four Elements, and with them, the Four Solar Holidays inherent in the Solar Year - the Apex and Nadir of the Solar Cycle, that is, the Solstices, and the two points of balance between them, the Equinoxes, which are bound to the two directions that do not change from one Hemisphere to the other.  

The points that lie between the four Cardinal Directions, defined by the Elemental Interactions, are known as the Cross-Quarters, and they, too, are marked by Holidays.  These are the Holidays of the agricultural year, and their date is determined by the behaviour of the seasons in a region.  

These are commonly known by names taken from the Celtic Traditions, referring to them as Imbolc, Beltaine, Lughnasad/Lammas, Samhain.  However, I prefer to use terms that are less Tradition-specific.  Since my own Tradition is based on these observations and conclusions about the nature of reality, the terms that I use, while poetic in language, are intended to be primarily descriptive of the event they celebrate.

§	Night of the Nadir - Winter Solstice 
§	(followed closely by SunReturn - The First Day of discernably increasing length of Sunlight)
§	First Promise of Spring
§	Spring's Burgeoning - Spring Equinox
§	Greening of the Year - Last Frost - Planting Time
§	Day of Apex - Summer Solstice
§	First Harvest
§	Harvest of the Grain - Autumn Equinox
§	Harvest of the Herds

The Cycle of the Seasons and Holidays

Please Note:  Some dates given in the following cycle are oriented primarily toward the Northern Hemisphere, and the year should be offset by six months for the Southern Hemisphere.  

It makes no sense to celebrate Winter Solstice in the Summer, when the agricultural and seasonal world around us takes no notice of the Julian calendar.

Night of the Nadir - Winter Solstice

Sometimes known as Yule, this is the longest night of the year, at the darkest depths of winter.  A time when light must come from fires, candles, and within ourselves.  Most cultures and religions hold some kind of fort-night long celebration during this season, to bring light and warmth into the world by gathering friends and family together.  To the coastal natives of North America, this is a season of pot-latches.  To us this is a time to gather together with friends, feast on the bounty of last summer in firm belief of the promise of the next, and to share the light in the darkness through gatherings and gifting.

My favorite gifting gathering is what I would call a house-lightening, making it particularly appropriate to this time of year when we seek to pool our light in the darkness of Winter's longest nights.  This is a gathering of the tribe, the whole community coming together in the home of a host who shares the wealth of his home with all, giving away to those who can use them those items which have lost functionality in their current home, or which call to the giver to gift them to another.  Each item still of worth has a use and a home, and this is the chance for the mathoms of the past year to find new homes.

Each household would host a house-lightening or other gathering of family and friends, centering the conviviality upon the warmth and light of the Yule Fire in the darkness.  At the heart of each Yule Fire is the Yule Log, a great log which will last through the entire night's fire;  at the end of the night, or the next morning, the last 2 pieces of this Yule Log are salvaged and saved for the next year.  One piece is used to kindle the Yule Fire the next year, and the other to kindle the next Year's Fire on Sun-Return.  This brings a little of the Old into the New on each occasion.

This season of darkness culminates in a final celebration, known as:

SunReturn 
 - The First Day of Increasing length of Sun

This is the day upon which the increasing length of the day, heralding the return of the sun, becomes noticable to all.  This is the final celebration in the Winter's darkness, a blow-out celebration of the rebirth of the Sun from his rest beneath the busom of the Earth.  Images of the Sun as a Child reborn from the dark womb of the long Night He has spent beneath the Earth.

A new fire is kindled from the new-born Sun;  a glass is used to focus his infant fires within a handful of tinder.  When this spark is brought to full strength in the new year's fire, the last piece of the previous year's Yule Log is added to the fire, to bring the old into the new, and allow the new to begin afresh, uninfluenced until it has strength of its own.

First Promise of Spring

Known to the Celts as Imbolc, this is the time when the bleak barrenness of Winter first begins to ease its death-grip on the land, and the first harbingers of Spring return, with the promise of new life to come.

The heart leaps in gladness, and the first seeds of the Summer's crop are sown indoors, to grow and strengthen under the feeble Spring sun as magnified by glass or human intervention.  This is the time when the land is handfasted to the one who will work it, causing its fertility to bring forth life to sustain our life.  A promise is made by the land and the planter, each to each.

This is a good time for handfastings in general, as it is the time of newest faint beginnings.  The faint new light of the returning Spring is often heralded with its twin faint light, the light of candles.  This time of year is recognized in many ways, all oriented around candles and the promise of Spring:  the Candlemas (or Candle-Mass) of the Roman Catholic Christian church, wherein the year's supply of candles is blessed for use in the sacred rituals, Santa Lucia day, celebrated by the wearing of a candle wreath by a young maiden, even Groundhog's Day recognizes the turning point of Spring that comes at this time.

Spring's Burgeoning - Spring Equinox

The promised new life of Spring has begun to arrive, and floods over the land in a tide of new birth, new babies, and the seedling shoots flush the land with a spreading green blush of life in Mother Nature's cheek and busom.  This is the time known to the Celts as Ostara, or the British as Eostre, eventually to enter the Christian calendar as Easter;  all are holidays of birth or rebirth, the rising from death of the land.  This is the balance point past which Spring is in ascension and the warmth and life begins to return.

More seeds are started for summer's planting and harvest.  Newcomers are welcomed into the community with all new life - this is the best time for them to come into an agricultural community, so that they may be included and planned for in planting.

This holiday is one of the products of fertility;  babies, eggs, lambs, chicks, new life in all its ties to our own life.  Celebrations of this holiday should orient around the young;  egg hunts, etc.

Greening of the Year - Last Frost - Planting Time

Known as May Day in the Northern Hemisphere, or Beltaine to the Celts, this is the time when fertility comes to the fore in the form of engendering life, a time when the fields are blessed by the rutting brought on by the rising sap of life in man and beast and bird and green growing thing.  This is a time of joining, seed and plant to fertile earth, man and woman together in all their diverse combinations;  the culmination of the coupling to set seed in the animals for the coming year, and the time at which seed and plant are set at last in the open soil.

The people come together in a common cause;  fields are tilled, the earth is planted, and the community rejoices from the blessing of the fields to the final post-planting blow-out.  For much of the Northern Hemisphere, this is the point of last predictable frost, from which all planting dates are calculated.

Traditionally, throughout history, the fields have been blessed by the fertile unions enjoyed in them before planting, by man and woman as well as bird and beast.  This fertile energy has been thought to encompass those who participate in the blessing of the field, making this a propitious time for couple seeking children from their union to participate in the blessing of the fields.

Day of Apex - Summer Solstice

This is the longest day of the year, the day when the Sun is at his height, ruling our days with his flooding light, lessening our need for sleep.  This is a time for markets, and gatherings, for singing late into the night, for the trading of the Winter's craftsmanship, and the writing of new songs and stories of the people to share around the Winter's fire when the Wheel turns again.

The planting is done, the Spring has passed, and we mark the point of balance, the breath between planting and harvest, the long, slow, lazy days of Summer at it's height.

The time of the birthing and earthing Green Mother Nature, whose new life has dominated the spring, is moving into the time of the Sun's ascendance.  He pours his life out on the land, into the fertile earth, swelling his golden rays within the burgeoning kernels of corn growing heavy upon its stalk.

First Harvest

The Sun's rays sink lower on the horizon, foreshadowing his decline into his Winter's rest and renewal.  His gift of self has been put to good use by the swelling fertility of life upon the land, and the first of his gifts are coming to our hands as his coming death and renewal grows evident.

This is the time when the first of the Summer's crops are being brought in, and the feasts are fresh, bursting with the glowing life within them.

When the first feasts of the harvest are brought in, the very first fruits are devoured by a people hungry for fresh food, in honor of the gifts of Earth and Sun, and in clear evidence of faith in the richness of the harvests yet to come, that there will be plenty both for now and to put by for the coming Winter.  Eat, drink, and be merry, for the year soon dies, and we must renew ourselves within the womb of home again.

Harvest of the Grain - Autumn Equinox

This is the last of the harvest of the planting, and the end of the Sun's ascendancy.  Day and Night are equal once again, and the births of the beginning of the year are being balanced by the deaths of plants to feed them.

It is at this time that the Sun's outpouring comes to a head - a head of grain on a stalk of straw.  The great grain harvests are brought in, and the end of the growing season is marked by the symbolic death of the Year King, a male figure made of straw, with a head of grain in both those places where males have heads.  The figure is erected in the center of a circle cleared in a field of grain, surrounded by a ring of mud, as a firebreak.  The two heads of the Year King are harvested with a scythe, just as the grain harvest he is made from and represents, and set aside for their separate uses.  The grain that is his seed is the best of the seed grain, chosen for this purpose when the figure is erected, and will be used to plant the next year's crop.  The grain that is his head goes to the brewers and bakers, to make the cakes and ale which are the fruits of the harvest of the grain.  The ale goes to the head, hence the symbolism.

At the end of the celebration, when the crops have been brought in, and the partying risen to its height, the mud ring is created, giving all an opportunity to wallow naked in the mud, painting themselves and each other with it, perhaps even having waterfights before the whole community together is rinsed clean of sweat and mud and chaff.  Then the Year King is harvested like his brethren, and the straw figure is set alight.  In the course of the night's celebration and release, the sparks of the fire return the energy of the land to the sun from whence it came, and the ashes are mixed with the soil to enrich the land.

Harvest of the Herds

The cycle has balanced itself, and the Sun is sunk from work to rest.  His fruits recede from the land, leaving her bare bones to clothe themselves in the spare flesh of the Winter.  This is the time of the culling of the herds, that their flesh may feed us over the Winter, and their numbers be reduced to strengthen the herd, and reduce the number of stomachs to strain the stores.

With the passing of the herds, the veil between the world of life and death draws thin, worn by their hooves, and Herne and his Hounds return to the world to harry them on.  We mourn the passing of life that is necessary to feed us, and we mourn all life we have lost that had meaning to us.  This is the night when our thoughts draw us close to those we have lost, and we mourn our departed.

Like all life, however, we feel a need to assert our vitality in the face of death, and this is also a time of celebration, for the harvests are rich, and the herds can take the culling and profit from it in added strength with each passing year and generation.  So we honor their strength, and our own life in the face of death, with a celebration after our need for mourning is met.  Images of the dead often pervade these celebrations;  we invite them in to join us in our night of revelry, on this night when all are thinking of their dead, are they are drawn close by our own strength of feeling.

So, the result is a Wheel of Correspondences combining these diverse elements.  I wrote a piece on this subject some time since.  My understanding has since grown in new and unexpected directions, but to those who saw that piece, some of the preceding may sound familiar.

The Wheel of Correspondences 

The Outer Wheel

Time of Decline 

Direction:
Nth Hem: NW 
Sth Hem: SW 

Time of Day:
Twilight 

Time of Year:
Autumn-Winter Cusp

Holiday:
Samhain 
The Harvest of the Herds

Time of Life:
Old Age, Crone / Sage 


Nadir - Polar Direction 

Direction:
Nth Hem: N 
Sth Hem: S 

Time of Day:
MidNight

Time of Year:
Winter / Winter Solstice

Holiday:
Yule
Night of the Nadir

Time of Life:
Death


Time of Beginnings 

Direction:
Nth Hem: NE
Sth Hem: SE

Time of Day:
Pre-Dawn

Time of Year:
Winter-Spring Cusp

Holiday:
Imbolc/Imbolg/Candlemas
First Promise of Spring

Time of Life:
Conception and Gestation


Spinwards - with the Earth's Rotation

Direction:
Nth Hem: E
Sth Hem: E

Time of Day:
Dawn

Time of Year:
Spring / Vernal Equinox

Holiday:
Ostara
Spring's Burgeoning

Time of Life:
Birth / Childhood


Time of Growth

Direction:
Nth Hem: SE
Sth Hem: NE

Time of Day:
Mid-morning

Time of Year:
Spring-Summer Cusp 

Holiday:
Beltaine
Greening of the Year - Last Frost - Planting Time

Time of Life:
Fertility and the beginnings of adulthood - Puberty


Beginning Maturity - Equatorial Direction

Direction:
Nth Hem: S
Sth Hem: N

Time of Day:
Noon

Time of Year:
Summer / Summer Solstice

Holiday:
Litha
Day of the Apex

Time of Life:
The Warrior / Activist / Young Adult


Time of Maturity

Direction:
Nth Hem: SW
Sth Hem: NW

Time of Day:
Afternoon

Time of Year:
Summer - Autumn Cusp

Holiday:
Lughnasad / Lammas
Feast of First Fruits

Time of Life:
Death & rebirth of the Sun / beginning Parenthood 
- responsibility for others / to the next generation


Anti-Spinward - with the Earth's Rotation

Direction:
Nth Hem: W
Sth Hem: W

Time of Day:
Sunset / Twilight

Time of Year:
Autumn / Autumnal Equinox

Holiday:
Mabon
Harvest of the Grain

Time of Life:
Parenthood of Adult Offspring / Maturity / Empty Nest



The Inner Wheel

Element or Elemental Interaction:
Mud
Colour(s):
Browns and Greens, earth tones
Aspect(s) of Life:
The Endocrine/Limbic System (Emotional Body) 
Deities:
Ma'at, the Maenads, Bacchus


Element or Elemental Interaction:
Mist
Colour(s):
Pale iridescent colours
Aspect(s) of Life:
Opinion, Belief (Emotional Mind)
Deities:
 


Element or Elemental Interaction:
dust-storm
Colour(s):
Dusty Brown/Grey or Muted Colors
Aspect(s) of Life:
The Brain and Nervous System (The Body-Mind)
Deities:



Element or Elemental Interaction:
Forge
Colour(s):
Bright, full colors
Aspect(s) of Life:
Psychism / Psi / Determination / Visualization / Magic(k)
(The Mind-Will)
Deities:
Brigid, Vulcan, Mercury


Element or Elemental Interaction:
Steam
Colour(s):
Denim / Indigo / Aqua/Electric Blue
Aspect(s) of Life:
Dedication, Avocation, Desire - (The Will & Passion of the Emotions)
Deities:
Brigid, Vulcan, Mercury


Element or Elemental Interaction:
Ceramics / baked earth, metal / smelted ore, magma / lava
Colour(s):
Colours of rich ochres, of sunbaked mesas, of earthenware, of skin bronzed to the color of pueblo walls
Aspect(s) of Life:
Jing, Deliberate Passions, Physical Skills / Martial Arts, Marital Arts <wink> - (The Will & Passion of the Body)
Deities:
Pele, Sekhmet


Element or Elemental Interaction:
Water
Colour(s):
Blue
Aspect(s) of Life:
Emotions
Deities:



Element or Elemental Interaction:
Earth
Colour(s):
Green
Aspect(s) of Life:
Body
Deities:



Element or Elemental Interaction:
Air
Colour(s):
White, gold, tan, grey, lavender, apricot
Aspect(s) of Life:
Mind / Spirit / Prana / Shen
Deities:



Element or Elemental Interaction:
Air
Colour(s):
White, gold, tan, grey, lavender, apricot
Aspect(s) of Life:
Mind / Spirit / Prana / Shen
Deities:



Element or Elemental Interaction:
Fire
Colour(s):
Red, Yellow-gold, flame colors
- including blue and green as seen in flames
Aspect(s) of Life:
Will & Passion
Deities:



I use this Wheel of Correspondences on the basis of its accordance with reality.  If, to you, it seems to hold the strong correlation with reality that allows us to build the symbols of abstract thought into complex thought-constructions, and allows us to turn the full power of our mind and our energy on the reality through the means of the symbol, then you may find it as useful as I have, and are free to adopt it, and adapt it, according to your own understanding of reality.

As I have often said on the computer networks, these are my personal views - they may not be yours, we're different people. 

These views did not spring full-blown out of nowhere.  They arose over time, as I studied the Table of Correspondences I had been taught, compared it with other such Correspondences, such as those held in Traditional Chinese Medical Theory and its understanding of the energies of the Earth and of all Life, both studying and meditating on the subject in great depth.

One thing to think about in attempting to understand the correspondences that apply in your area - if you use a correspondence between the Direction and the time of year (which, by the way, is shared with Traditional Chinese Medicine, interestingly enough), you may want to consider what the seasons are like in your area, when determining the correspondences. Which is the wet season, which is the windy season, which the hot season, which the season of bare earth? If you are in an area where the rains come in the Winter, should Water be toward the nearest Pole? If Fall is the time of the Winds, should Air be in the West? Or maybe Winter is the time of the barren Earth - what is important is to reflect the world in which you live, not where someone else lives. 

§	The Author chooses to use the gender neutral forms of s/he, hir (him or her) or (his or hers), and god/dess/es, when a gender is not inherently implied by the nature of the noun being replaced by the pronoun.  Unfortunately, the English language is short on options, hence the choice of these neologisms.
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